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six syphilis periods, followed hv an exhaustive contribution on the 

“ “i 'TT for " IS ' IIu « !vcs denriy and succinctly the 
.id\antages and disadvantages of each method, and rather favors 
tie intramuscular method of administering niercurv. He also 

or “nir ” ' e i lm ‘ treatmc,,,s •>>’ tile arylarsonates, “ I lata" 
hO(),_ and points out the great advantage the Wnsscminnn 
reaction is to modern physicians, both in diagnosis and as an index 
f‘! ,e patlc ! , . t s condition. Ihc subject is well covered in all its 

or less” gromid'lra^thtmries ,,,S,Ze "' ’ ,0 ° f S P a “ "".™ 

done!"' " S “ )J ° Ct lke s - vp, " lls ' "P 0 " which so much work has been 

The Uassehmaxx Seiiodiaoxosis ok Syphilis i.v Its Applicv- 
tio.vto Psychiatry. By F K ,.,x Pun, M.D., Scientific 
ant in the Psychiatric Clinic of the Universitv of .Munich 
Iranslated by Smith Ely Jklliffe ami Louis Casa-.majoii. 

PuiiliJiing'Compimy, 1 $^ <>f ^'“ aI 

IhiE monograph of Dr. Felix Plant starts with a brief, clear-cut 
Stray of the experimental work that lead up to the exposition of 
the yVasscramnn reaction, ami of some of the later investigation 
into the nature of the phenomena. lie compares critically some of 
the mam modifications of the test, concluding that the original 

lant l f- C IOIt T‘ 1,1 * brief, suggestive, but wholly undetailed 
oft!mcontro r |s!' e '' S ‘ " UfI " c ’ '“Phasing fully the rationale 

In the main body of the hook, he studies (1) Those cases of 

inthi vT+ 1101111 " vo,vcme " t < lf the central nervous system, finding 

■ nd n al t-,"c""aT “ P‘ >s 'V ve , nation in the blood serum 

and in all cases, a negative reaction m thcspmal fluid. The strength 

f he reaction is no way parallel to the clinical findings or to the 
‘ c t j^P-a fluid. (2) In paresis he finds a strongly 
I situ e reaction m the blood and cerebrospinal fluid. The strength 
I ! ' C re:, ution m the two fluids being generally equal and in more or 
less complete agreement with the cytological findings. Here again 

iiSc+Iti Pa “ f n" 1 'r t "' CCn tl,c hio'ogical tests and the clinical 
manifestations of the disease. The positive serological results 
separate paresis from post-traumatic psychosis, alcoholic pscudo- 
S differenti ;- ani , C fP ^jve stitk Its'import! ceT.t 
nmUltcl F ‘ tmS l,Ct ,"; cc " l,c Kmiiing paresis with depression 
and little or no demonstrable mental weakness, and in those other 
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cases, which show typical manic excitement, with at the same time 
suggestive signs of paralysis. Here the fact that you may be deal¬ 
ing with a nonluetic psychosis in a syphilitic or in a parasyphilitic 
or in a non-syphilitic individual makes the formula or type of 
reaction in these cases all important. 

These types are: (1) In paresis a strongly positive reaction in 
the scrum and in the cerebrospinal fluid with positive cell count. 
(2) In cerebrospinal syphilis a positive result in blood serum, very 
weak or absent reaction in the cerebrospinal fluid, and a positive 
cell count. (3) In the psychoses attacking a syphilitic with no 
involvement of his nervous system a positive serum reaction only. 

In the etiology of dementias of childhood, Plaut thinks syphilis 
plays an important role. The reaction acts here exactly as it does 
in acquired forms. 

The book is abundantly illustrated with carefully chosen cases 
and the painstaking balancing of clinical manifestations, cytologieal 
investigations, serological tests, and where possible anatomical 
studies make the book most valuable and interesting. One cannot 
but wish that the chapter on technique were fuller and more detailed 
and that in a few places the clinical facts were more condensed. 
The book has a poise, balance, and reserve which makes it stimula¬ 
ting and suggestive. E. 1*. C. W\ 


A Manual of Surgery. By Francis T. Stewart, M.D., Pro¬ 
fessor of Clinical Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College, 
Surgeon to the Germantown Hospital, and Out-patient Surgeon to 
the Pennsylvania Hospital. Second edition; pp. GS2; 5o3 illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia: P. Blackiston’s Son & Co., 1911. 

The author has afforded his readers an excellent work in this the 
second edition of his surgery. The book, primarily for the student, 
also makes an excellent work of reference for the general practitioner; 
both of whom have in it a manual stripped of verbiage, useless 
theories, and non-essentials. It is brief, practical, and sets forth 
in a clear, concise and well-arranged order the essential facts of 
present-day surgery. 

Many little details of treatment and diagnosis, so often neglected 
by authors as being too commonplace to need description, are 
clearly and minutely described with especial reference to their 
practical application by even the beginner, as a student must 
necessarily be. All unnecessary historical and bibliographical 
references have been omitted. 

Many of the illustrations are original, being made from photo¬ 
graphs of actual cases. The text is clearly and admirably arranged 
with important words in italics or in heavier type, a good plan 
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